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As Construction Grammar is about to establish itself as a widely accepted theory of language 
for descriptive and pedagogical purposes (Boas 2022, Herbst  & Piske 2026), the 
development of constructiCons for a number of languages has made considerable progress, 
which means that the traditional distinction between grammars and dictionaries is being 
overcome by constructicography (see the contributions in Lyngfelt et al. 2018 and in the 
2019 yearbook of Lexicographica). 
 
I  The CASA project: Linguistic and constructicographic background 
 
This talk will be concerned with the CASA-ConstruCtiCon (CASA|Con) of the English language 
that is currently being developed at the universities of Erlangen-Nürnberg and Eichstätt-
Ingolstadt in Germany. It is based on the version of Construction Grammaar outlined in A 
Construction Grammar of the English Language. CASA – A Constructionist Approach to 
Syntactic Analysis (Herbst & Hoffmann 2024). The intention of this book is to demonstrate 
how English sentences can be analysed entirely in terms of Construction Grammar by 
arranging all the constructions making up a sentence in the form of so-called construction 
grids which indicate the points of overlap between the constructions. 
 
CASA|Con contains all the constructions outlined in the  CASA|Grammar and thus serves as 
a reference tool for students of English working within this framework. The talk will briefly 
outline a few examples of the different types of constructions covered: 
 

→ sentence-type constructions (DECLARARTIVE-STATEMENT CXN, DECLARATIVE-QUESTION CXN, 
IMPERATIVE-COMMAND CXN etc.) and information packaging constructions, 

→ argument structure constructions of verbs, adjectives and nouns, 

→ modal, tense and aspect constructions, 

→ noun phrase constructions (DEFINITE-SINGULAR-NP CXN, DEMONSTRATIVE-NP CXN etc.) 

→ modifier and adjunct constructions, 

→ idiomatic constructions (THE X-ER THE Y-ER CXN, THE-TWO-OF-THEM CXN etc.) 
 
 
 
 
II  Plans for the future 
 
At present, CASA|Con is being extended in a number of ways. In this talk, I would like to 
focus on the following two aspects: 
 
– Developing entries for word formation constructions: Word formation is not covered in 

the CASA|Grammar and we are at present working on a design for morphological entries 



of this kind. It will be shown how we intend to tackle issues such as the following: 
(i) To what extent can and should constructiCon entries in a synchronic c cognitive 
approach indicate directionality (suffixation: bake – baker as opposed to back-formation 
babysit – babysitter), 

 (ii) Which kind of patterns can one establish for English, e.g. should forgiveness be treated 
as a separate pattern (verb + ness), as in most accounts of English word formation or, 
being the only example of this type, should it be presented as a creative extension of the 
ADJECTIVE+NESS=NOUND CXN? 

 
– A second aspect that will be discussed concerns the issue of establishing links between 

different constructions (see, e.g. Goldberg 1995, 2019; Diessel 2019). It will be argued 
that simply making a distinction between horizontal and vertical links may be insufficient 
because the network of constructions may not be systematic enough to appropriately  
implement such a strict distinction. This will involve a discussion of a possible network 
representation of English infinitival constructions of the type It was good of her to say 
that. It was good to spend some time at the seaside. It was good for them to be able to go 
to the Arctic. 

 
It will be concluded that, as in lexicography, the discussion of how to describe certain 
aspects of language in constructicography may well provide valuable insights for linguistic 
theory, in this case for the theory of Construction Grammar. 
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